Harvard Mountaineering Club Trip Planning Form 

The purpose of this form is to provide information about each trip organized by the Harvard Mountaineering Club (the “HMC”) for use by the HMC and/or the Office of the Dean in case of an emergency.  It must be completed for each HMC trip.  Prior to departure, the trip form will be placed in the _____________ in the HMC office and retained following the trip in the records of the HMC, and an additional copy will be delivered to Assistant Dean of the College Paul J. McLoughlin II, in the Office of the Dean of Harvard College, University Hall, First Floor.

Although the Office of the Dean will retain a copy of each completed form and will take whatever action it deems appropriate in case of an emergency, the HMC member participating in the trip listed below (the “Trip”) understands and agrees that the President and Fellows of Harvard College (including its constituent schools and departments, officers, employees, and members of its governing boards (“Harvard”) nevertheless assumes no duty, responsibility, obligation or liability whatsoever with respect to the Trip or the member’s participation in the Trip or the HMC.

For Route/Activity Descriptions, please note approach route, activity area, contingency possibilities, and activities planned. For Contingencies, please note in the same detail as Route/Activity Descriptions potential evacuation routes from each portion of the planned route.

Trip Name:  




Presidential Traverse
Departure and return; location and time:  


Depart from Claverly steps early morning, day 1.  Return by evening of day 4 if weather is perfect; have food and fuel for staying comfortably through day 5, stretched to day 6.
Route/Activity Description: 

*Chauvin Guides has an excellent route description and map at: http://chauvinguides.com/PresiTraverse/presirouteplanguide.htm
Day 1: Drive 93 N through New Hampshire to the 3 N to the 302 E and leave one car at the AMC Crawford Notch Depot. Return on 302 W, then 115 N then 2 E to Valley Way trailhead. Hike the Valley Way trail to Valley Way campsite, stay overnight. 

Day 2: Hike via the Valley Way trail to the AMC Madison Hut (closed). Possible side trip to Mt. Madison. Continue via Gulfside trail past Mt. Adams, possibly over Mt. Adams. Continue via Gulfside trail past Mt. Jefferson, possibly over Mt. Jefferson, to Sphinx Col. Camp east of Sphinx Col at first protected flat spot possibly as far down as treeline.

Day 3: Hike via the Gulfside trail poast Mt. Washington, possibly over Mt. Washington. Continue via the Crawford Path to AMC Lake of the Clouds Hut (closed). Continue via Crawford Path past Mt. Monroe, possibly over Mt. Monroe. Continue via Crawford Path past Mt. Franklin, possibly over Mt. Franklin. Continue via Crawford Path to Red Pond, at the junction with the Edmands Path, the Mt. Eisenhower summit trail, and the Crawford path. Camp southeast of the junction.

Day 4: Hike via the Crawford Path past Mt. Eisenhower, possibly over Mt. Eisenhower. Continue via the Crawford path to past Mt. Pierce, possibly over Mt. Pierce to the Crawford Path, Mizpah Cutoff junction. Continue via the Crawford Path to the AMC Highland Center. Send drivers in car to Valley Way trailhead to pick up 2 other cars, return for passengers, return to Cambridge.

Contingency/Nearest Phone: 

Goal is to get to shelter (below treeline). We are equipped to stay put for a day or two beyond the plan. If we are forced down, the following options apply. 

Day 1: Return via Valley Way trail to cars. Phone numbers below.

Day 2: If Valley Way is no longer viable, this can be accomplished by dropping down the Buttress trail. Closer to Mt. Jefferson, the Six Husbands and Sphinx trails do the same. All of these link to the Great Gulf trail, which can be used to intercept the Madison Gulf trail, which goes to Pinkham Notch. Alternatively, descend the Israel Ridge trail to the junction with the Gray Knob trail for camping or continued descent via the Randolph Path to the 2.

Day 3: If the Great Gulf is no longer viable, the Lion’s Head winter route descends to the Fire Road to Harvard Cabin (open). If the Lion’s Head is no longer viable, the Davis Path to the Boott Spur trail also descends to the Hermit Lake Shelters (open). These are both on the Tuckerman Ravine trail, which descends to Pinkham. If Boott Spur is no longer accessible, the Mt. Eisenhower trail offers temporary relief, but would be a long hike out via the Dry River trail to the 93.

Day 4: Complete the route to the AMC Highland Center.
Nearest Ranger/Hospital and Contact Info:

NH Fish and Game (rescue): 603 271 3361
Ammonoosuc Ranger District: 603 466 2713
AMC Pinkham Notch Visitor’s Center Phone: (603) 466-2725  

Press 0 to speak to a real person between the hours of 6 AM and 11PM.

Press 6 to speak to a real person between the hours of 11PM and 6 AM.

AMC Highland Center: (603) 278-4453
Memorial Hospital at 3073 Main St. in N. Conway, NH: (603) 356-5461

